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Township’s Social Sustainability Strategy Wins Award 
 
Langley, BC – The Township of Langley has been recognized with a prestigious Award of Excellence from the Planning 
Institute of British Columbia (PIBC) for their exceptional work on Our Thriving Community: Township of Langley Social 
Sustainability Strategy.  
 
The Silver Award was recently presented by the PIBC at a national conference jointly hosted by the Canadian Institute of 
Planners in Whistler. 
 
“It is an honour to receive this recognition from peer professional planners on our Social Sustainability Strategy and it’s 
especially fulfilling as it is the Township’s first comprehensive social plan,” said Patrick Ward, Manager of Strategic and 
Social Planning who accepted the award on behalf of the Township. “Thank you to the hundreds of residents and local 
organizations that contributed to the success of this strategy by sharing their hopes for our future as part of the planning 
process.”  
 
“Many people in the Township currently enjoy a great quality of life, and the Social Sustainability Strategy is a roadmap for 
building an even more connected, inclusive, and resilient community,” commented Township Mayor Jack Froese. “This 
strategy will help sustain the positive qualities of our community, proactively harness the opportunities to tackle social 
challenges, and thrive in the face of change.” 
 
The Social Sustainability Strategy was unanimously endorsed by Council in early 2022, and Council budgeted $50,000 
per year for five years to implement it. The annual budget will also help obtain other funding and grants from community 
organizations and other government agencies to support projects in the community.       
 
One such example is the food recovery and repurposing project at the Aldergrove Community Station House, a 
partnership between the Township and Langley Meals on Wheels. Through the Social Sustainability Strategy, the 
Township was able to receive $50,000 in provincial grant funding to support the project, which will repurpose blemished 
produce into preserves and soups for distribution in the community.  
 
“The Social Sustainability Strategy is already helping our community build the capacity to cope with ever-changing social 
challenges,” said Shannon Woykin, Executive Director of Langley Meals on Wheels. “We commend the Township for 
developing this innovative strategy and for following through with action.”  
 
PIBC gives annual awards for Excellence in Planning to honour the best in professional planning work undertaken by 
members across British Columbia and the Yukon. The Excellence in Policy Planning category recognizes leading-edge 
and visionary plans that demonstrate quality in innovation, community engagement, and sustainability.  
 
To learn more about social planning in the Township, visit tol.ca/socialsustainability. 
 

### 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo cutline: Patrick Ward, Manager, Strategic and Social Planning, Township of Langley and Edward Porter, Principal, 
MODUS Planning, Design & Engagement accept an Award of Excellence from the Planning Institute of BC for the 
Township’s Social Sustainability Strategy. 
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Media inquiries on this or other Township of Langley topics can be submitted at: tol.ca/mediainquiries. 
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